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Job opening at The European Topic Centre on Spatial Analysis and Synthesis - ETC-
UMA

Vacancy notice for the position: Junior spatial data analyst, with a focus on wetlands
Please send your application by 21 August 2026 at midnight (Malaga time) - First stage

This position entails a 2-stage process that is specified together with the instructions to apply
in the ANNEX

About ETC-UMA:

The European Topic Centre on Spatial Analysis and Synthesis (ETC-UMA) is an international
centre that develops and applies scientific knowledge and cutting-edge technology to address
environmental issues and enhance the status of ecosystems at all spatial scales, targeting
various stakeholders. The centre’s mission is to support protecting, managing, and restoring

ecosystems, landscapes, and seascapes in the face of major global changes.

ETC-UMA is a partner of the European Topic Centre on Data Integration and Digitalisation, a
consortium collaborating with the European Environmental Agency (EEA). As such, it supports
the EEA in delivering information on the condition and trends of the environment through data
collection, harmonisation, maintenance, environmental assessments, technical and scientific
information for policy reporting. Furthermore, ETC-UMA collaborates with a network of regional
institutions to implement international projects to assess and monitor the effects of global

change on ecosystems, tailoring solutions to reduce their impacts.

To consolidate a growing working area, ETC-UMA is opening a vacancy to recruit a motivated
and qualified candidate to work as a junior spatial data officer with a focus on environmental
data. This position seeks to consolidate ETC-UMA’s work in wetland conservation and
restoration research and is related to implementing tasks for ongoing projects on wetland
habitat conservation and restoration at different geographical scales. The successful candidate
will work on spatial analysis, data management and synthesis at Mediterranean and European

scales.

The new colleague will be a motivated team player, with at least 2 years of work experience in
an international context and demonstrated experience in the field of wetland habitat

management.
The place of work is Malaga, Spain.
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Duties and responsibilities

- Manage and manipulate spatial data on wetland and wetland ecosystem services,

- Develop spatial data and conduct spatial analysis using tools including ArcGIS Pro,
QGlS,

- Handling Database Management System (DBMS) to organise, query, and extract
insights from environmental datasets.

- Follow spatial data management standards (INSPIRE, Open Geospatial Consortium)
and workflows, ensuring the production and maintenance of high-quality spatial data,

- Extract and develop data from different sources to produce meaningful datasets and
maps,

- Analyse and interpret spatial (raster and vector) data and aerial imagery,

- Use Earth Observation tools to interpret temporal and spatial changes to support
informed wetland ecosystem management.

- Validate and interpret results and produce statistics.

Minimum requirements

- At least MSc-level education in applied ecology, geography, environmental science, or
related fields (validated ! Spanish authorities)?;
- Advanced knowledge of GIS, Remote Sensing, and programming;

- Good working knowledge of English (minimum B2);

- Capacity to work both independently and within a team;
- Track record of report and scientific manuscript writing;
- Strong analytical thinking;

Additional criteria for the evaluation

- Knowledge in wetland ecosystem conservation and restoration methodologies and
related data handling is expected.

- Proficiency in spatial data analysis using modelling tools and quantitative techniques
applied to wetland ecosystems and associated habitats;

- Knowledge of programming languages like Python and JavaScript, applied to GIS data
management and assessment, is an asset;

2The MSc degree held, if not issued by a Spanish University, should be presented to the Spanish
Ministry of Education (a justification is needed)
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- Understanding of the Copernicus programme and experience using the Copernicus
products with an emphasis on the Copernicus land and climate programmes is an
asset;

Conditions

- The contract is subject to a 6-month probation period with the possibility of a longer-
term extension upon meeting the recruitment conditions.

- ETC-UMA offers a generous number of holidays (26 days) per year, plus two weeks for
the Christmas period and one week for the Easter period.

- Gross annual salary: 28’800 euros

- Starting date: November 2026

- Place of work: Malaga, Spain

All candidates interested in applying for this position should carefully read the required
documents listed in the stages below.

Please note that we are interested in receiving and considering applications from applicants
who may not tick every box.

For additional information, please contact: etc-uma@uma.es
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ANNEX
STAGE 1 - LIST OF ADMINISTRATIVE DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED DURING THE FIRST
STAGE to etc-uma@uma.es (by August 21, 2026)

o (CV
e Copy of the MSc. Degree (title deed) *
e Copy of Identity Card (NIE/Passport)

STAGE 1.1. Short-listed candidates will be invited to STAGE 2

e Spanish short-listed candidates can apply directly to Stage 2, presenting their Spanish
MSc degree.

e In case of short-listed candidates with a non-Spanish degree, they should present the
degree title with a sworn translation (recognised by the Spanish Ministry of External
Affairs) into Spanish and apply for the equivalence of the MSc degree.

e For non-EU candidates, they are required to go through the steps indicated below **

** Applying for the equivalence of an MSc degree (for non-EU candidates) at the
University of the Spanish Ministry of Science and University - CHECK DETAILS IN
THE FOLLOWING LINK:

Declaration of Equivalence of foreign higher education qualifications at the academic level of

official university Bachelor's or Master's degrees - Ministerio de Ciencia, Innovacion y
Universidades - Secretaria General de Universidades

Before submitting the application, you must pay the fee via one of the methods indicated on
the website.

Needed documents for applications FOR THE EQUIVALENCE

Your application must be accompanied by the following documentation:

1. A document proving your identity and nationality, issued by the competent authorities in
your country of origin, or by the competent Spanish authorities for Foreign Affairs. In the case
of Spanish citizens, your national identity document or authorisation to verify the identity
details held for you by the Administration.

2. The qualification associated with your Declaration of Equivalence application, or a
certificate proving its issuance, and, if applicable, the corresponding official translation.

3. The academic certificate for the studies completed to obtain your qualification, including
(amongst other points) the official duration of your study plan in academic years, the subjects
taken and the total number of teaching hours for each subject, expressed in hours or
(European) ECTS credits, and, if applicable, the corresponding official translation.
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If you have a Diploma Supplement (SET), this can be submitted as a substitute for the
aforementioned academic certificate, with the following sections officially translated:

- Name of the qualification awarded
- Details of the qualification’s level
- Details of the content and results achieved
- Details of the qualification’s function
4. The procedure entails payment of fee 107.

5. Affidavit in which the applicant declares the accuracy of the details provided.

STAGE 2 - OPEN CALL to short-listed candidates who justified the requirements of STAGE 1.1.
to complete the online application (September 2026, date to be confirmed)

e Application form

e CV

e Copy of Identity Card/Passport

e Copy of MSc. Degree

e Supporting documents that guarantee requirements/merits

e Copy of Application Form “Solicitud de equivalencia” if needed**

The non-EU applicant who is selected for the contract must submit a questionnaire
provided by the Research Service, a complete passport including the blank pages,
and, if available, a Spanish identification card (NIE). The University of Malaga will
initiate the procedures at Immigration for residence and work permits, which will
take between 1.5 and 2.5 months to be resolved.
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